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lzth nght Reﬂectlons . Holmesian numismatists arise! -~ your day has

arrlved' The Newcastle Mint [Garden Grove, Calif,
92645] is striking a set of 72, no less, commemorative Sherlockian coins,
as of March, '86. They plan a 1500 set limit of either gold-plated pewter
[at $20 per] and a pure Ag [at $30 per coin]. Now 72 times $:30 will runyou
about.....egads & little fishes!!!. The 72-coin set will commemorate the
60 adventures of the Canon, plus a dozen of "the most memorable characters"
- so they say. By the by, their street address is 6512 Belgrave. ..... My
belated thanks to Susan McGarger. of El Paso, who sent me 2 cans ‘of HOLMES
Sardines - one w/hot chillies, and another in Louisiana RED HOT sauce - hot
stuff!. That makes 4 varieties 1've seen thus far...thanks Susan...... The
Six. Napoleons, The Carleton Club, The Pillars of the Lyceum[all of Baltimore[
along with The Red Circle of Wash DC, announce the 16th running of the Sil-
ver Blaze at Pimlico on Jay lOth. If vou'd like to put down a few bob. 4
let me know. Haligonian J§ . &
Mark Alberstat, writes
that his Scion is as high
as ‘the Bay of FRudy tided§
having been on radioad
TV in Nova Scotia......
Thanks to Diane Cole ad §
John Wood for items sentj
in, along with JB Shaw, §
Peter Blau & Chris Red- §
mond. My special thanks
to Mike Carroll who was §
our @fficial "photog"
during the BSI weekend.
«.. Our circulation,
like Topsy, just seems
to grow, and grow, and
grow! So long "til #82.

[£-n] Your Reconden, Mansha Pollak, Biftf Ward, £
Mike Cannoll assemble the PPo§F trnoops at the
William Gillette Luncheon, at the Homestead,dur-
the BSI weekend in NYC. Joan Wood, of ounr conixn—
gent waA manning the camera.
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[* — On this very day in 1888, Holmes said: "Miss Mary Morstan, Hum! I have
no recollections of the name." Thus started "The Sign of Four". '

hilatelic
hilandering

. or “Stamping Around”
with SHERLOCK HOLMES.

sgaa<£;

. .The Monaco 1§sue [left] reminds us of
Watson s account in The Six Napoleons,
“"...and hurrying in, found a plaster
bust Of Napoleon, PO ke
which stood with' S CLESEE N
several other worksEdIWEENSP
of art upon the . 3 s
counter." Also from 5 L}
SIXN, this Paraguay { ,g
issue [at Right], F&8
"And what became cf the bust?" asked Holmes, after a §
careful study of this philatelic philly. (Thaks tofknrv
lauritzen, BSI, for these 1tars )
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FAT RASCALS

This old recipe from Yorkshire was one
of Mrs. 'Udson's tasty standbys for teatime.
Fat Rascals are very simple currant cookies
much loved by the Baker Street Irregulars
[London's street urchins]. From Holmes the
Irregulars would get a shilling, then they
would scurry around to the kitchen door and
get some Fat Rascals from Martha Hudson.

2 cups floun . Genenous % teaspoon baking powden 4 ounces butten
: Salt 1 tabLespoon dank brown sugan
% cup curnnants 1 tablfespoon milk Sugan - 2-3 tablespoons of waten

Sift the flour and baking powder. Add a pinch of salt, mix in the
brown sugar and rub in the butter. Add the currants, milk and just enough
to make a soft dough.

The roll out the dough on a well-floured surface to approximately
%-inch thickness and using a glass,cut into 2-inch rounds. Dust each round
with a little sugar and place on a well-greased baking pan.

‘Bake for 20 minutes or until Rascals begin to turn golden. Cool on a
rack before serving. This recipe makes a baker's dozen.

Sherlock Holmes’ son . . . is the contral

HOlme s | character in a spy-mystery novel set in World War |

¢ ™ France. In ‘Son of Holmes’ by John T. Lescroart
retlr 9 (Donaid I. Fine, $14.95), bon vivant Auguste Lupa, the
es offspring of the legendary sleuth and an opera star,
‘ makes his detecting debut. It's due in stores in April.
‘SO“ S S ‘ - FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 1986 - USA TODAY
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@fAST 'N’'FUN

S’IAN PUZZLES

quoTaTion puzzLe %3

Unscramble & fill in this Canonical Quotation us-
ing the letters below, The letters are, however, in
their proper colum. The four boxes in the lower-
right designate the source of the quote. Go get 'em!

\ -+
FIEJAID|BIT|{HIEJOlCIF|E]JR]DJICEDI|S R }T]IM
MILIEIN]JIJAJAJE}PJOJLINJAJAQRCRIJE|U]O]O
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HJI{S]N IIDIRIRIBIHIMIO]JANJTINIT§O]R
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\ [Tsaac Asimov seems
= = }” L, to have a 3-Pipe
é’ problem at the Mrs.

“..;DEEP WATERS, WATSON!"  |Hudson Breakfast at -
the Algonquin.
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* JAgony Column

(Readers are asked to
S R ?_ submit items for this
N . v Column. Thank you.)

Collier's

Household Number for November

T™HE
ADVENTURE

wf 1t

GOLDEN
PINCE-NEZ

e 6.0 8 8 8¢ 0 80

ten
.

PN R N W N SR o A S S

All items Make cheques
sent POSTPAID. payable to PPofF.

Order from: Pleasant Places of Florida
OFFERING # 21
~ITEM A - Lo-Ball Glasses (110z) Set of 4. Only a few left. Shipped w/TLC -$15.

~ITEM B - PPofF's latest chapbook. “"DIRTY POOL", by "Pat" Herst - a numis-
-matic/philatelic S'ian thriller and "PHILATELIC PHILANDERING', by

Dr.Ben Wood.Both under 1 cover. A double-dip treat! ........ $3 50
ITEM C - PPofF Matehclips. Light up your Tife! A batch of 16 - 8
different colours. A super souvenir or hand-out. ........... $3.00

ITEM D - PPofF ball-point pens. BSI Chaplain's hand-out at the BSI
Dinner, Jan.11,"'86. A gen-u-ine Collector's Item. Set of 3.. $2.00

[ Items offered by the B.S.Emporium support the P.P.of F. - we appreciate your Order. Thanks.]
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4 Beginning Feb.6,
PBS will run a
new series of 6

.4 Adventures, with

g Jeremy Brett as
The Master.

The S.H.II ser-
ies will include
Greek Interpret-

er, Resident Pa-

tient, Norwood Builder, Copper Beeches,

Red-Headed lLeague,and The Final Problem.

Tampa's Channel 3 - Thursdays.

miss them. The game's afogot!

Donﬂt

By Midlul Hard'ick

"AP-MAKERSwﬂlneedtolooktothelr
revisions. From October 5, 1984 that
hitherto nameless feature which stands
where 36° 12’ 2 " N apd 96°02' 56” W
mtersact,mthenorth&astquanetotthesouthwest
quarter of Section 17, Township 20 N, Range. 12 E of
tbelndmandmansageCounty Okishoma, has
been officially Holmes Peak. * :

The"Unjted States Board on Geugmph:c Names
conveneid on that day and declared it so, and a Holmes
PakPmmvanonSocxetynsahudngihmagamst
any neglect.

The paming marked theacnlalnnnanons:im?dogged
struggle against Jegislative and ecclesia bureac:
racy. A Tulsan gentleman, Dick Warner, who holds
the office of Head Sherpa in an esoteric society named
the Afghanistan Perceivers (“You have been in Af-

I perceive.”—Sherlock Holmes, upon first

‘meeting Dr. John H. Watson), noted that while the

Meoon had its Sherlock Crater there was no place like
Holmes on Earth, .

He found a candidate a mere two kilometres south-
east of Tulsa’s city [imits. It seemed to have every-
thing: elevation (314 meters above sea level), a cer-
tain unspoiled grandeur, historical associations of not
too dogmatic a kind, and a rich variety of flora and
fauna, the latter including reported sightings of the
unicornand yeti. What it did not possess was a name. .

“So it was that, on July 27 tlnspastyw .your vorre-
gjilent was able to share in the ceremonial dedica-
tion of Holmes Peak. The date coincided remarkably
with the 105th anfiversary of.the Bttle of Maiwand;
in the second Afghan War, at which Dr. Watson sus-
sorted viands lay ready. Seating had-been rude'ly im-
provised from bales of hay.

An ensemble of brass instruments played. Bagpnpes
droned and drums clamored. Voices were upraised in
a semblance of “God Save the Queen.” It was almost,
unbearably moving.

: BOOK WORLD/JANUﬁ, 19, 1%‘

(Washmg'ﬁn Asr )
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The Case of
The 132nd
Birthday

Celebrating Sherlock
In Irregular Style

By Paula Span
. Waﬂmgmn l’ustsmlf Writer

NEW YORK Jan, 10—And what,
exactly, went on tonight behind the
closed doors of the Baker Street
Irregitlars’ annual dinner at the Re-
flency Hotel to celebrate -Sherlock

olmes’ 132nd birthday?

Well, John Bennett Shaw of Santa
Fe, N.M., planned to present “an
artifact, a life mask of Sherlock
Holmes made in Grenocble, France,
probably in 1894, irrefutable proof
that Sherlock Holmes was alive, at
least then.”

And Isaac Asimov, the whiskery
author, was going to sing, as he
does every year, Sherlock Holmes
songs, set to tunes like “Good Night
Irene” and “Believe Me If All Those
Endearing Young Charms.”

“There would be papers delivered. -

“Learned and humorous papers,”
said writer Christian Steinbrunner.
“More humorous than learned.” (In
the. past, for instance, a Sherlock-
ian—as these people are called—
p!‘esented evidence that Dr. Wat-
son’s war wound, which Arthur
Conan  Doyle absent-mmdedly
placed on the good doctor’s arm in

one story and on his leg in the next,
could have been a double wound
caused by the same bullet, provided
Watsen was in a rather odd position
when struck.)

“And many, many, many toasts,”
Steinbrunner added.

This was the crowning event of a
full weekend for the Irregulars, who
had convened, many in deerstalker
caps, from "all over the United
States. It hegan Friday morning
with the: Martha Hudson Breakfast
at the Algonquin Hotel—an occa-

“-sion named for Holmes and Wat-

son’s landlady at 221b Baker
Street. Then came a reception at
the Mysterious Book Shop on the
West Side, and this dinner for near-
ly 200 men, .

The Irregulars have admitted
only two women in the 52 years
since Christopher Morley hosted
the first banquet, “and both of them
are smart enough not to come,” said
Shaw. But female Sherlock Holmes
buffs, calling themselves the Adven-
turesses of Sherlock Holmes, were
holding their own birthday dinner at

a chop house across town, and most

of the offshoot Shérlockian societies
around the country, like The Red
Circle of Washington, are coed. Asi-
mov, who pointed out a bit defen-

sively. that except for this dmner’
the Irregulars and the Adventur- -

esses mingled throughout the
weekend, noted that “Sherlock
Holmes was a woman hater.”

“It’s really a boy’s game that

grown men still play,” confessed H.
Paul Jeffers, a writer who in one of
his mysteries had Holmes collabo-
rate with Theodore Roosevelt to
solve a crime.

How does one become an Irreg-
ular? “You cannot join; you are ¢ho-

sen,” explained New York attorney

Andrew Peck, “for service to the
cause.,” Peck’s service -is  editing

“The Commonplace Book,” one of

16 Sherlockian journals published in
the United States. “Commission-
aire” Julian Wolff, the retired phy-

‘sician whe runs the organization

with autocratic panache, presents
new: members with a shilling—the
wages Holmes gave to the street
urchins who were the Irregulars in
the Conan Doyle stories.

Besides the shilling, the Irregu-
lars receive a name from the canon.
Asimov is The Remarkable Worm
Unknown to Science. Wayne Swift,
a Chevy Chase computer engineer
and one of several tuxedoed Wash-
ingtonians in attendance, is The
Giant Rat of the Sumatra.

“Everything Holmes did was for
the right motive,” said Swift, trying
to explain the enduring fascination
with the great detective. “Holmes
cheated like hell. He" was a real
snob and socked .it to the lower
classes. But there was an essential
justice and decency that appeals to
everyone,”

The Irregulars, almost to a man,
had seen the Steven Spielberg pro--
duction “Young Sherlock Holmes,”
and debate among them as to the
movie’s. merits was spirited. Jon-
Welenberg of ‘Alexandria, a Penta-
gon official and editor of the quar-
terly “Baker Street Miscellanea,”
enjoyed the film, though he found it
“not wholly canonical.” '

“ *E.T. Meets Moriarty,” ” sniffed
David Skene-Melvin of Toronto.

“‘Indiana Holmes and the Tem-
ple of Doom,” ” added Peck.

But Shaw, who each year at this
season repairs to a saloon in Mo-
riarty, N.M., to drink Holmes’
heaith, had the most Irregular per-
spective,

“An elegant work of ﬁctlon he
pronounced it, “about a real per-
son.” ’





