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Sherlock Holmes: End Justifies? 
Type of material: Trade Paperback Publisher: 

IUniverse, Bloomington, IN Year: 04/2010 

Author: Tom Cavenagh  

 This is a short novel and is the 

third in a series of Sherlockian titles 

released by the author.  I have been 

aware of the other books for some 

time but have not been able to find 

copies.  I shall now pursue those earlier novels with 

some diligence.  This book starts off with a visit to 

Holmes and Watson by a Welsh police officer who 

charms them both and brings an odd request.  From that 

point on, the plot rapidly runs as clear as a peat bog. 

 Holmes becomes obsessed with an apparent suicide 

in a small village in Wales.  He and Watson travel there 

and he manages to deduce that it was murder, to identify 

the murderer and to describe the details of the crime.  In 

addition, he becomes increasingly aware that there is no 

evidence acceptable to a jury that can be produced for 

the prosecutor.  The plot becomes enmeshed in the de-

tails of British jurisprudence and Holmes and Watson 

argue the philosophy of Law, Justice and the limits 

placed on all these by Society’s norms. 

 The problem with the book is that it is a fascinating 

exercise in levels of fakery.  By the time the murder oc-

curs, the reader knows the murderer’s identity, but can-

not describe the method used.  Once the method is ex-

plained by Holmes, the lack of  jury proof becomes 

paramount.  When the planning and execution of the act 

are exposed, the possibility of a conviction becomes 

almost nonexistent. 

 The solution arrived at by Holmes is exquisite, un-

expected and most effective.  The author, in an epilog, 

invites comment, discussion, disagreement, approbation 

or out-guessing.  It is a neat problem as presented in the 

book and Holmes’ solution is very difficult to argue 

with.  I have only read 6,000 or so Sherlockian myster-

ies, so I cannot attest to familiarity with ALL that have 

been written, but this is the most baffling I can recall.  It 

is further helped by good editing and some familiarity 

with British Law, slang and history, some things often 

missing in Sherlockian books by American authors. 
Reviewed by: Philip K. Jones, September, 2010.  

The Grimpen Mire Affair 

Type of material: Trade Paperback Pub-

lisher: Author House. Year:  July, 2010 

Author: Earle W. Jacobs 

 This is a first-effort short novel by 

this author.  It offers an interesting plot 

with a generous sprinkling of items from 

the author’s past to ‘leaven’ the dough.  It 

includes a reasonable amount of action, detection and 

personalities as well as a bit of romance.  Most unfortu-

nately, it needs a thorough ‘cleaning’ by a competent edi-

tor.  The author shares my love of involved prose and 

long words, which have prevented me from writing all 

but the most basic Sherlockian narratives.  The Canon 

almost universally displays tight, sharp, action-oriented 

prose with a plethora of action words and vivid images. 

Neither this author nor I have that skill, which is a 

learned one. 

 In addition to curbing the author’s enthusiasm for 

purple prose, a good editor would catch  details of usage, 

spelling and tense that plague this story, no matter how 

interesting it may be.  I found the book interesting but 

distracting in details that were in error.  The characters 

were also attractive, but needed a bit more differentiation 

and revealing narrative.  In short, the book could have 

been longer with shorter sentences. 

 I do not wish to discourage further efforts by this 

author, but rather to encourage him to find a better editor 

who will restrain his ebullience and correct his English. 
Reviewed by: Philip K. Jones, September, 2010.  

The Apocryphal Cases of Sherlock Holmes 
Type of material: Trade Paperback book. Publisher: Xlibris Corpo-

ration Year: 2010 Author: R.Wolfgang Schramm 
 This book is an anthology, consisting of two short 

novellas and one short story.  The author is a retired pro-

fessor of Physics and lecturer on photography and is, 

thus, well-qualified to discuss the details of the processes 

offered as explanations for the events covered in this 

book.  It is a real pleasure to read Sherlockian tales based 

on scientific fact rather than mere conjecture.  Of course 

due to Dr. Watson’s scientific limits, there 

are a number of less than satisfactory expla-

nations advanced for events and results 

within the Canon as well as in more recent 

Sherlockian efforts. 

 The first tale, a short novella, covers a 

Sherlockian examina- (cont. on page 2) 

http://www.amazon.com/Grimpen-Mire-Affair-Sherlock-related/dp/1452018456/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1284683647&sr=1-1-spell
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/1450221203/ref=dp_image_z_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books
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THE GAME’S AFOOT! 

Need some books for you doll-

house? Fear not! You can get these 

m i n i a t u r e  v o l u m e s  f r o m 

www.picturetrail.com/sfx/album/

view/3194486 from $11.75 to 

$19.50 each, the complete set is 

$430.00. 1/12th scale 

HE’S EVERYWHERE . . . Many of Vincent Starrett’s contri-

butions to the Canon are available through links located at 

www.thebatteredsilicondispatchbox.com . . . A new hardcover 

is out. The Devil and Sherlock Holmes: Tales of Murder, Mad-

ness and Obsession, by David Grann. Available at Amazon for 

$17.79. This is NOT a work of fiction, nor is it about Sherlock 

Holmes. It is a collection of 12 previously published journalis-

tic stories. Only one story, Mysterious Circumstances has any-

thing to do with Holmes. It traces the fate of a foremost 

Holmes scholar, about to bid on a lost archive of Doyle’s, 

found garroted to death, surrounded by Sherlock Holmes mys-

teries. Not all the stories are true crime, but it makes for good 

reading for lovers of good journalism . . . So you thought 

Christopher Lee was the only actor to portray both Sherlock & 

Mycroft? David Warner has done so in radio: Sherlock in an 

adaptation of Gillette’s play for California Artists Radio and 

Mycroft  in Bernice Summerfield’s The Adventure of the Dio-

genes Damsel for Big Finish audio . . . The Man Who Mur-

dered Sherlock Holmes is a documentary out on DVD 

(Wienerworld, Unit 7, Freetrade House, Lowther Rd., Stan-

more.Middlesex HA7 1EP) with interviews of various Sher-

lockians as to why an author would kill off a character who had 

made him rich and respected . . . An expanded and revised edi-

tion of Bending the Willow: Jeremy Brett as Sherlock Holmes 

by David Stuart is available from Calabash Press, $35 plus 

postage. P.O.Box 1360, Ashcroft, BC, Canada V0K 1A0 . . . 

Lawrence Fischman’s latest novel The French Artillery Officer 

is available from his website. $14.99 softcover. www.The 

FrenchArtilleryOfficer.com . . .Sunstone Press has released The 

Unpleasantness at Parkerton Manor in which the author, Barry 

S. Brown, suggests that Mrs. Hudson was the true detective at 

221B, with Holmes and Watson being astute and willing stu-

dents . . .  

(cont. from page 1) tion of the Shroud of Turin at the 

request of Her Majesty, expressed through The 

Archbishop of Canterbury.  The explanation advanced 

for the characteristics of the Shroud is absolutely the 

best I have seen, anywhere.  The mechanics of the mat-

ter, along with the inferred steps in the discovery proc-

ess are masterful and most characteristic of the situation 

in which the Shroud was created.  I hesitate to say any 

more, lest I spoil the surprise readers will surely enjoy in 

the tale. 

 The second tale, a short story, covers a vacation 

trip by Watson that results in photographs by him of 

weird events on Loch Ness.  The explanation offered is 

reasonable, if improbable, and the tale is not well-

crafted.  It lacks polish when compared to the first tale 

and I expect that the author spent most of his effort cre-

ating local dialect rather than concentrating on events 

and structure. 

 The final novella is an investigation of the so-called 

‘Tunguska Event,’ an explosion that occurred in a re-

mote area of Siberia in June, 1908.  The tale is well 

written and the explanation is nominally reasonable.  I 

have serious problems with resolving the magnitude 

differences between the Event and the proposed expla-

nation, but then, I am a mathematician by trade and 

numbers are an obsession for me. 

 Taken as a group, these are a fine first effort by an 

academic dipping into the world of detective fiction.  

The writing is mostly well-done and the characteriza-

tions are believable.  The scientific explanations are 

rock-solid in theory, with only a few problems in detail.  

This contrasts sharply with other writings in the genre.  

Unlike many recent Sherlockian publications, this one 

also seems to have met with a competent editor, so that 

slang, personages and references all appear relatively 

appropriate  My main reservation is the abbreviated na-

ture of the book and a wish that the author had polished 

CALENDAR SHERLOCKIANA 
13-14 October The Friends of Arthur Conan Doyle Collec-

tion Symposium in Toronto. 

14-17 October Buchercon XLI, San Francisco, CA. 

www.bcon2010.com 

17 November The 35h Annual Fall Gathering The 

Pleasant Places of Florida. Lunch 11:30 TBA. After 

lunch, prepare to be entertained by the St Petersburg 

Little Theater’s Hound of the Baskervilles. Play tickets 

at the door are $22. Purchase ahead of time from Wanda 

Dow for our $17 group rate. I have a limited number 

reserved together. As the date draws near, we may not 

be able to sit together or even get tickets! Send your or-

der to Wanda Dow, , 

 

The Nuss Sherlock Holmes shoe from keep-

company.com. Only $85. Japanese milled 

bird’s eye body with plaid accent and with 

hidden snaps and gum cup sole.  

http://keepcompany.com/images/store/cms/products/377.jpg
http://www.wessexpress.com/


Page 3 

Mix a little cloak and dagger….a hound from hell and a meerschaum pipe and what do you get? Why it’s elementary. 

The Hound of the Baskervilles opens the 86th season at St. Petersburg Little Theater. The final show will be October 17 

and The Pleasant Places plans on being there! Grab your Inverness cape and join us for the Sunday matinee. Tickets are 

$22 but with our group discount, you pay only $17. Don’t delay in making your reservation. If you wait too late, I might 

not be able to add you to our group! Doors open at 1pm. Play at 2pm. 

But wait! There’s more! Join us for lunch at 11:30 at a nearby restaurant. As soon as we find good eats close by, we’ll 

let you know where to meet!  

Food and a play! Just food! Just a play! Play it your way! 

 

 SIGN ME UP FOR BOTH THE PLAY AND LUNCH! Here’s my ticket money. 

 I’LL MEET YOU AT THE PLAY. Here’s my ticket money. 

 LUNCH ONLY PLEASE. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name                                                                                                                              Email 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address                                                                                                                           Phone 

 

 

__________ TICKETS @ $17 each = $______________  + $__________ for the Marshall/Wood fund. 

 

Make checks payable to Wanda Dow. Send to Wanda Dow,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES is the greatest of all Sherlock 

Holmes adventures. A setting that takes literature’s most spin-chilling 

mystery and turns it into a play of suspense, humor and ultimate terror. Sir 

Henry has become heir to the vast Baskerville fortune, a legacy that comes 

complete with a family curse—death at the fangs of a living horror prowl-

ing the English moor. Audiences till have a terrific time attempting to dis-

cover the killer and reacting to the surprise twist. When the chills and 

shrieks settle down, there’s always a laugh to relieve the rising tension. 

David Middleton is the Director and has a great cast for this first play of 

the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theater is located just off 275 at 4025 31st St. S in 

St. Petersburg 

 

 

 

            Victor Carr, Charlene Gaverns, Bruce Taylor 



The Pleasant Places of Florida                                founded in 1972                    Recorder Decedent: Dr. Benton Wood, 
B.S.I. 

          by Leslie Marshall, B.S.I. (dec.) 

For the Record:   THE LAST COURT OF APPEALS 
David McCallister, Master of the House, 8142 Quail Hollow Blvd., Zephyrhills, FL 33544  <Mystery1881@verizon.net>  (Master of 

 Ceremonies at most gatherings, host of the annual Wessex Cup) 

Wanda & Jeff Dow, The Papers on the Sundial, 1737 Santa Anna Drive, Dunedin, FL 34698  <wjced.dunedin@verizon.net> 

 (Communications and Bookkeepin
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For the Record:    

THE LAST COURT OF APPEALS 
David McCallister, Master of the House, (Master of Ceremonies at 

most gatherings, host of the annual Wessex Cup) 

Carl Heifetz, Representative (both with the Servants and with the Tradespeople), 

 (Correspondent)  

Wanda & Jeff Dow, The Papers on the Sundial,  (Communications 

and Bookkeeping) 

Mike Bryan, The Unopened Newspaper, (The Marshall 

 Wood Fund) 

Please make note of the issue number on your mailing label. This is the final issue number of your club 

membership. You will not receive further Communications after this number unless you renew. Renewals 

should be sent, with any updates, to Wanda Dow.  Make all checks payable to Wanda Dow. US$12.00 (US/

CAN) or US$13.00 (INTL) 
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Dr. Benton Wood, B. S.I. 1999 -1996 

The Last Court of Appeals 1997 - present 




