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The Plessmt Pl aesof Florida

The 34th Annual Fall Gathering

It was a small group for our 34th Fall
Gathenng, but, as usual, pleasant. Attendees were Carl
Heifetz, Michael Bryan, Dorothy Stix, Peggy Olmazu,
Art Wallcer, Gerry Hynes, Wanda & Jeff Dow, Charles
& Manlyn Amick and Dawd, Connor & Lorna
IMcCallister. Sandy Heifetz joined us for lunch.

Lorna McCallister led us i a recitaton of the
Musgrave Ritual which was followed by toasts, a quiz
by David McCallister, show n'tell with At Walker, and
Lorna wrapped up the program with 2275 Carl handed
out copies of his paper, The Sciemtific Detective
Sherlock Holmes, Sobees the Chse of the Sign of Four
The edition was lmited, but you can contact Carl to see
if he has any additional copies he might part with
There were discussions as to whether or not the club
should try to meet in a designated place for each
meeting, what to do to mcrease the steadily declining
membership, and getting the word out about the
upcoming Wessex Weekend m Februyary, 2010,

Toasts:

By Jeff Dow

To him, Mary presented her case
There ensued the hornhle race:
Fondicherty Lodge to the Thames
They sped after the gems

But the Agra sank with no trace.

With Mr. Small, he at length spoke

He iz, after all, no ordinary hloke.

Though the treasure was lost

Into marnage - Watson was tossed

Az for Holmes - well, things go hetter with coke.

To the best and wisest man we have ever known -
Sherloclk Holmes.

By Dorothy Stix

“To  Sherlock Holmes she i3 always the
Woman. | have seldom heard him mention her under
any other name In hiz eyes she echpses and
predominates the whole of her sex™

At a time when ladies were supposzed to be
ladies, she had “the face of the most beautiful of

wommner, and the mind of the most resolute of tmen.™ She
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had the wit to outdo Holmes and he admired her for it
Her photograph was one of Holmes® most prized
POSSESEI0NS,

I chose this toast because back m 1961 the B3I
started the tradition of honoring one woman at their
antitial dinner to represent ‘the wormnan,” This society
has two wotnen who have been so honored. Joan Wood
in 1991 and myself i 1971

Flease raize your glasses to “the Woman™ and
“the Wotnen.”

Iike Brvan then proposed a toast to Watson.,
By Carl Heifetz

We Shetlockians emjoy what we call “playmng
the game™ by pretending, tongue firmly in cheek, that
the exploits of Sherlock Holmes were real events and
that Dr. John H. Watson was the author of these
accounts. Thus, m our learmned discourses upon the
subject, we relegate Dr. Doyle to the title of Literary
Agent whose only claim to fame was recernng a fee for
handling the publication of Dr. Watson's writings.
However, all of us, m our heart of hearts, pay great
tribute to the memory of Dr. Doyle and acknowledge
him as the creator of the modemn detective story.

Had Dt Doyle only written one Sherlock
Holmes adventure, The Sige of Four, the tale that we
are discuzsing today, the genre would have heen
created for all others to follow. What began as a
moderately  successful career in Skudy in Scark:
blossomed full bloom in this second novel.

Everything 15 there: the brilliant scientific
detective who uses the method emploved by scientists
to achieve the solution to his puzzle, spiced with an
exciting chase scene, secret treasure fom exohic
locales, gunplay and poison darts, a nice dog, cute
ragamuffing, a very strange client and culminating in
romance. What more could we ask?

Thus, we raise our glasses in prase of our true
literary hero - the Master of the Feast - Dr. Arthur
Conan Doyle.

By Wanda Dow

[ was asked to pay homage to our founder,
Leslie Marshall [ supposed it’s because ['m about the
only member left who actually knew Leshe 1 would
like to relate how that catne about.



It was 1971 [ was recently interested in
Sherlock Holmes through a friend who had mtroduced
me to Haund of the Baskervilles. As was the case when
we had an mterest in anything, my friend and I pursued
it wholeheartedly. [ remnetnber a phone call from her,
asking if 1 had seen an article i The S5t FPelersburg
Times ahout a man named Lesle Marshall, who was an
actual B.5.1 | Ch my! This entailed tracking the poor
man down and arranging a visit. We trekked to 5t
Petersburg, just south of Central Awenue, to discover a
gentle soul wha, by the way, was thinking of forming a
small club and would we he mterested at all?

Initially, the club was strictly what Leslie called
a ‘corresponding society.” Leslie would put together a
sheet or two of papers reporting anvthing of Sherlockian
interest and mail it to one of the people on the list. We
would read it, add to it if we had anything, and send 1t
on to the next person on the list It was a sort of pre-
internet blogl By the following year, Leslie felt there
were enough people to atternpt a physical meeting. The
rest, as they say, 15 history.

Let us raise our glasses to our Founder, Lesle
Iarshall
Dawid McCallister then proposed toasts to Ben Wood
and the Sholto Brothers
By Chatles Aruclk
Mow Jonathan Small his luck was e
He lost tus leg to a crocodile.

For twenty years on an Andaman isle

The Four were impnisoned - gquite a while.
Millions of treasure, the Four had lost

By Major John Sholto double-crossed.
Small traced the trator and for a bit,

He had the treasure, but he lost it

For 1ll-gotten gains the forecast’s poor
{&nd Jonathan Small went to Dartmoor.)
By At Wallcer

Out of a primitive jungle clan

From the far away island of Andaman
There came a litttle pygmy named Tonga
Who wore but a woven sarong-a

Hiz cruel and rourderous heart

Was accompatied by a blowgun and dart.
Encouraged by his peg-leg master

He comritted a horrible disaster

While seeling escape on the Thames at dark
He atternpted to loose his poisonous dart
Alag, the fateful end of his life was due
To the quick action of Watson and his 327

The Quiz

1, What was Holmes doing when Watzon
beging the narrative, at the end?

2, What had Watson been up to earlier that
firet day and how did Holmes know?

3. Finizh these quote: “Eliminate all other
factors..” and “How often have [ zaid to vou,
that when yvou have eliminate the
imposszible.,

4, Onwhat object does Watzon test Holime's
powers?

5, Where had Watzon gained hiz experience
with women?

&, How old was Marv when she started
receiving pearls, how manyv had she received
and for whom does she presently worle?

7. Where does the Morstan party go pursuant
to her note [3 places|?

&, Who wers the Four, what was their sign
and on what decument was it found?

9, What artworlt had Thaddeus Shelto
collected?

10, Wheo were the Sholtes’ zervants?

11, How did Maj. Sholte, Cpt. Arthur
Morstan, Bartholomew Sheolte and Tonga die?
12, From whom are Toby and the Aurora
hired?

13, Where did the Irregulars find the Aurora?
14, Where wasz Jonathan Small incarcerated?
15 Why were Maj Sholte and Capt. Morstan
open to bribery?

16, In whose murder(z] was Small invelved?
17, how did Small loge his leg and what did
he do after leaving the army?

14, What was in the Agra Treasure;, how
much wag recoverad?

19, What policemen were involved in Sign?
20, What does Watson get out of the
adventurs?
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Piscusssion was made a3 to the possibilitsy of the clul creating and madntaining a website. This
wins decided A good idea. for Ehe Lowg rim, but immediate activn would be tv check. on setting vp & My
Spaceor Facehork account o generate pure interest and possibly new membership,
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QUIZ ANSWERS: 1. Iqjectinga 7% sohmion. 2. He lnd been 1 the Wigmore post office 1 dispatcha elegram Holmes knew
by the reddish tint of the mud on Watsons insep and the fact that be knew Watzon lad not writen a letier that morningand
that he lad a sufficient supply of stamps and posiards © not watrrenta trip 1 the Post Office. He therefor must lave sent a
wire. 3. Rlimime all other faciors and the one which rermins mustbe the nth. How ofien mwe I mid © you that when you
Iavwe elimmed the impossible, wha ever rermins, however improbable, mustbe the mith. £ Watson’s newly acquired pocket
watch from his brother. 5. On three separa®e continents and ranymtions. 6. 200or 21, she received 6 and she worksasa
governess for Mrs. Cedl Rorresier. 7. Lycenm Theater, Surrey, Thnddens” home then Norwood 8. Jomthan Smmll, Dost Akbar,
Abdulbh Rilan, Molamet Singh. ++++. On a map. 9. Rom, Corot, Bouguereaul 0. Bozers, Willame & Mdurdo, KitMitger,
Mrsz. Burnsione 11. Sholio died of fright, or his heart, Morstan, - heartattack, B. Sholi - poison dart, Tong - shot 12. Mordacei
Smith, Shermman’s 13. Holmes found the Anrora in the repair yardat Jacobson’s 14. Boer Ishnd, Andarman’s 15. Gambling
debts. 16. Achmret, the merdmnt, & the pmrd 17. A aocodile bit it off. Was an overseer of an Indigo phntation with Dawson
18. 143 damonds, 97 emeralds, 170 rubies, 40 arbundes, 210 mpphires, 61 agites, beryls, onges, aits’ eyes, ourduoise, and
other unidentified jewels, in addition to 300 pearls, 12 of which were in a coronet. Other than wihat Maryad received and
Sholo lad spent, the rest of the treaxure was unrecovered; it was dumped. 19. Athelney Jones and Sam Brown. 20. A wife.

[Clockwise] Gerry Hynes
& Art Walker, Mike
Bryan, Jeff & Wanda
Dow, Dorothy Stix &
Peggy Olmazu, great
prizes, Carl Heifetz,

David, Lorna & Connor
McCallister and Chuck &
Marilyn Amick,
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THE MYSTERY BEGINS...

AN EXCITING NEW COMMEMORATIVE
STAMP MYSTERY PACK WHICH TAKES
SHERLOCK HOLMES - AND YOU -

ON A NEW ADVENTURE.

CAN YOU CRACK THE MYSTERY?
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Withthenewissie from

: Giemsey Stanps to
e o s | Mlews “tu dPan
FuLL SToRY aniversaxy of Sir
ol ’ Zthe Coa Dege
3 you ea fdlew in the
feotsteps of the wrl ds
sredtest detectivein @
ori gn & stery Shefock
Hd ms @ dithe Cudoss
Cxe of the Aderney
Bdl.

Beatifillyill isteated the set of six stanps are peezented
in a' Mpstery PacK. Thisis aphil adiclirs 18in 2
innevative peintin & aspeci d 1en 5 @1 dhi dden i mages that
addtothe codedel 1e8in the story.
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(&. i‘ Guernsey Philatelic Bureau
JusT ORDER ONLINE Envoy House, La Vrangue
72~ 9 S CHERLOCKETA P =4 St Peter Port, Guernsey
: . 153U DATE: 20THOCTOBZR 260D GY1 1AB
0 Tel: +44 (0) 1481 716486

Email: philatelici@guernseypost.com
WWW.SUernseystamps.com

THE MYSTERY.

WIN

A WEEKEND
FOR TWO ON
THE ISLAND OF
ALDERNEY




The Pleasant Place of Florida Founded in 1972 Rev. Leslie Marshall, B.5.1. 1972-1977
Or. Benton Wood, B.S .1 1977-19388
Bill Ward, B.S.1. 1988-19849
Dr. Benton Wood, B.S .1 1989-1996
The Last Court of Appeals 1997 -present

Faorthe record, The Last Court of Appeals consists of David McCallister, known as Master ofthe House (Master of Ceremaonies,
haost of annual Wessex Cup), Carl Heifetz, known as
Representative hoth with the Servants and with the Tradespeople {correspondent),

Wanda & Jeff Dow, know as the Papers on the Sundial (Communications & bookkeeping,

RENEWAL RATES: US$12.00 U.5./US5%13. 00 CaNaDA'LUSS14.00 INTERNATION AL
MAKE ALL GHEGKS PAYABLE TO WANDA DOW AND MAIL TO 1737 SANTA ANMNA
DRIVE, DUNEDIN, FL 345692, PLEASE YERIFY YOUR ADDRESS AND EMAIL UPON
REMEWAL., RENEWAL GOVERS TEN {10} ISSUES.
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Papers an the Sundial








